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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9-13, 17, 18, 20, 22, and 
24 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 6, 7, 9, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kimura et al. (5,164,459). 

Kimura discloses a superabsorbent composition comprising an underneutralized 
superabsorbent polymer in which less than 50% of the- functional groups are sodium 
neutralized, as disclosed in column 3, lines 31-34. The composition further comprises a 
double hydroxide anionic clay, as disclosed in column 6, lines 11-27. The 
superabosrbent polymer and the clay are present in a ratio of 1 :10 to 1 :20, as disclosed 
in column 6, lines 28-32. 

With respect to claim 6, the clay is hydrotalcite, as disclosed in column 6, line 16. 

With respect to claim 7, the claim discloses a product-by-process limitation. The 
claim is drawn to an article, and the final product disclosed by Kimura is structurally 
identical to the product claimed. Kimura therefore discloses the article disclosed in the 
claim. 

With respect to claim 9, the superabsorbent polymer and the clay are present in 
a ratio of 1:10, as disclosed in column 6, lines 28-32. 
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With respect to claim 22, less than 40% of the functional groups of the polymer 
are sodium neutralized, as disclosed in column 3, lines 31-34. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura et 
a |. (5,164,459) in view of Jones, Sr. (3,794,034). 

Kimura discloses all aspects of the claimed invention but remains silent as to the 
pH range. Jones discloses an absorbent article having a pH in the range of 3.5 to 6.0, 
as described in column 1 , lines 34-40. This pH range is preferred for absorbent articles 
because it inhibits bacterial growth, as disclosed in column 1 , lines 52-56. It would 
therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
construct the composition of Kimura with a pH in the range of 3.5-6.0, as taught by 
Jones, to inhibit bacterial growth. 

Claims 10-12, 17-18, 20, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kimura et al. (5,164,459) in view of Masaki et al. (5,821,179). 

Kimura discloses all aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of the 
absorbent article comprising a topsheet, backsheet, and the absorbent core comprising 
fluff pulp in addition to the superabsorbent composition. Kimura discloses the 
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superabsorbent composition is useful as a component in a sanitary napkin or diaper, 
both of which are well-known to comprise superabsorbent compositions in their 
absorbent cores, and to further comprise a topsheet and a backsheet. 

Masaki discloses an absorbent article 100, as shown in figure 12, comprising a 
liquid pervious topsheet 1 , a liquid impervious backsheet 3, and an absorbent core 2. 
The absorbent core 2 includes fluff pulp 12 and a superabsorbent composition 16, as 
shown in figure 1 B. The mixture of pulp and superabsorbent reduces gel blocking, as 
disclosed in column 7, lines 7-13. 

It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to produce an absorbent article comprising the superabsorbent composition of 
Kimura with the structure taught by Masaki to reduce gel blocking of the superabsorbent 
composition. 

With respect to claims 11-12, Kimura, as modified by Masaki, discloses all 
aspects of the claimed invention with the exception of the superabsorbent present in the 
amount ranging from about 0.2 to about 0.8 grams per gram of fluff pulp. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to include the 
superabsorbent in the range of about 0.2 to about 0.8 grams per gram of fluff pulp, 
since it has been held that where the general conditions of the claim (i.e. a ratio of 
superabsorbent to fluff pulp) are known in the art, finding the optimum or workable 
ranges requires only routine skill in the art. 

With respect to claim 17, the clay is hydrotalcite, as disclosed in column 6, line 

16. 
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With respect to claim 18, the claim discloses a product-by-process limitation. 
The claim is drawn to an article, and the final product disclosed by Kimura is structurally 
identical to the product claimed. Kimura therefore discloses the article disclosed in the 
claim. 

With respect to claim 20, the superabsorbent polymer and the clay are present in 
a ratio of 1:10, as disclosed in column 6, lines 28-32. 

With respect to claim 24, Kimura discloses less than 40% of the functional 
groups are neutralized, as disclosed in column 3, lines 31-34. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura 
et al. (5,164,459) in view of Masaki et al. (5,821,179), and further in view of Jones, Sr. 
(3,794,034). 

Kimura, as modified by Masaki, discloses all aspects of the claimed invention but 
remains silent as to the pH range. Jones discloses an absorbent article having a pH in 
the range of 3.5 to 6.0, as described in column 1 , lines 34-40. This pH range is 
preferred for absorbent articles because it inhibits bacterial growth, as disclosed in 
column 1 , lines 52-56. It would therefore be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to construct the composition of Kimura with a pH in the range of 
3.5-6.0, as taught by Jones, to inhibit bacterial growth. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Lynne Anderson whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 4932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571) 272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

$M 
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January 19, 2007 



TATYANA ZALUKAEVA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




